


NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
DISTRICT WOMEN’S MINISTRY

MISSION STATEMENT

To assist women, in developing a deeper understanding of God and their relationship with Him, through
worship, training, fellowship and social activities. Women will be enabled, equipped, empowered and
motivated to serve the wider community irrespective of age, race, culture and/or abilities.

AIMS

· To encourage spiritual and social growth, personal development and an awareness of skills and
abilities for example leadership, training, teaching, hospitality etc.

· To mobilise and empower women in the local church to contribute to the general welfare of the
home, church, community and world.

OBJECTIVES

All women are invited to:

· Attend training events seminars and conferences

· Support prayer conferences

· Develop/improve personal devotions

· Participate in social events (holidays, retreats, trips)

· Apply knowledge and skills gained to their personal and spiritual lives

· Take on roles and responsibilities as and when they arise

· Share their faith at an appropriate opportunity

· To nurture and meet the needs of individuals and groups within women’s ministries

· Contribute to home and mission funds

· Work with local Pastors, District Women’s and National Women’s Ministries, other groups and
liaise with external organisations where necessary

DISTRICT BOARD MEMBERS

Cynthia Spence (District & Handsworth President)
Novlette Parris-Reece (Women's Mission)
Sharon Benjamin (Prayer Coordinator),
Jennifer Daley (District Secretary)
Janet Dooley (Care & Support Coordinator)
Norma Watson (Board Member - Kingshurst)
Pat Whyte (Local President - Kingshurst)
Pauline McGregor (Local President - Erdington)
Jennifer Downes (Local President - Castle Vale)
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Novlette is a member of the New

Testament Church of God in

Handsworth and serves as the

Women’s Missions Coordinator on

the District Board.

Novlette is a qualified Teacher and

Lecturer and has worked in the

Secondary and Further Education

sector for over 15 years. Her

specialisms are Business Studies,

Management and Special Learning

Needs.

After successfully securing a £46,000

grant with BBC Children in Need; she

established the Creativeminds

Project, located in Handsworth.

The project provides a range of

recreational and academic provisions

for children and young people with

Literacy, Numeracy and Specific

learning needs. The project works in

collaboration with local schools in the

Soho ward.

She also works in partnership with

Black Boys Can (Excell3), a

community and school initiative

established in response to the

underachievement of black boys, in

the state school system and manages

the Handsworth franchise.

Novlette has a strong belief in

pursuing your passion, assignments

and visions to accomplish your

purpose, as stated in Proverbs 29 v

18 ‘Where there is no vision the

people perish. In response to this

desire, she formed Vision Enterprise

UK a business that provides

personalised business coaching and

vision development. Novlette believes

it is important to ‘walk the talk’ by

extending hope and compassion to

all, especially in the community where

God has positioned us.

Her desire is to grow in wisdom and

compassion, so she can be a vessel

of praise and honour fit for the

master’s use and glory.

She is married to Eddie and they

have three beautiful children, Zoe 21,

Andre 16 and Joel 11.

Cynthia has lived and worked in

Birmingham for over 40 years. She is

a member of the NTCG Handsworth.

Over the years she has held a

number of positions, such as, Sunday

School teacher, Superintendent,

Young Women’s coordinator,

Assistant District Youth Director,

District Youth Secretary and currently

the Local and District Women’s

Director. Cynthia is also the executive

secretary to the National Women’s

Department. In 2012 she was elected

as one of the first five women to sit on

the Church and Pastor’s Council

(CPC) of her local church.

Cynthia works in Local Government

as a Housing Professional in a

management capacity. Her career in

housing spans over 26 years and she

is a member of the Chartered Institute

of Housing (FCIH).

In her voluntary work she has acted

as a School Governor for over 20

years. She was appointed an Edutrust

Academies Charitable Trust (EACT),

Governor for the Heartlands

Academy, various committees and is

the Champion Governor for Music

and Arts. Cynthia is also a Board

member and Operations committee

Chair for  Nehemiah UCHA; a

Registered Social Landlord based in

Birmingham.

Cynthia is a trustee of the Charity

SHAPE and chairs the Operations

Committee.

Through her leadership Gateway to

Succeed (GTS) was set up to provide

support, mentoring, bespoke training

and development programmes for

young women and girls.

Cynthia loves the Lord and is

passionate about the church and the

work that she does. She is a

motivator and encourages, especially

women to be the best they can be.

Cynthia Spence
District & Handsworth President

Novlette Parris-Reece
Missions Coordinator
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Sharon Bailey - NTCG Handsworth
Board Member

Sharon was born in Leeds in 1957,

and moved to Birmingham in Septem-

ber 1981, when she married John

Bailey. Sharon and John have been

blessed with two beautiful Children,

Joshua and Zara.

Sharon’s career since moving to

Birmingham has been spent in

statutory public service; she qualified

as a social worker in 1989 and

completed her MBA in 1996. Sharon

is now a Service Director responsible

for all adults who have contact with

the care system in Solihull.

Sharon received an MBE in 2010 for

her services to Local Government.

Sharon gives God thanks for this

recognition as He has led her through

this journey.

Sharon became a Christian in 1982

and has from this time served in vari-

ous ministries within the New Testa-

ment Church of God. She has served

as Sunday school teacher, Sunday

school superintendent, Sunday

school training coordinator, Pioneers

for Christ, Sunday school outreach

ministries, Nursery committee, Joy-

bells, family training hour and the

George Street Supplementary school

chair for a number of years. These

are but a few!

Sharon’s desire is to continue Gods

work, and to do the best she can, as

he leads and directs her path. Her

passion is for people and in particular

women, she wants to assist women in

developing a deeper understanding of

God, and help to empower them to

believe in themselves and know their

purpose, as knowing your purpose

gives meaning and fulfilment to life.

One of Sharon’s favourite scripture

verse is: "I can do all things
through Christ that strengthens
me" (Philippians 4.v13).

She prays this will give you strength,

on your journey with God.

. . .. .
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Millicent was born and raised in the

West Midlands where she spent her

formative years in primary and

secondary schools before later going

on to attend University.

Millicent has worked in various fields

of business management where she

specialises in the areas of

administration and project

management. Millicent also holds a

business management degree and

various certificates in Christian

counselling and information

management.

In October 2001 Millicent answered

the call of God and was graciously

saved by The Lord. Millicent's outlook

on life was transformed and she

readily confesses she is a new

creation in Christ and that her life will

never be the same again.

Since 2001 Millicent has actively

taken part in various ministries such

as Sunday school department

undertaking secretarial and teaching

assignments, working within the

Youth and Mission’s departments.

Becoming joint editor of NTCG

Handsworth Mission’s newsletter in

2010 as well as working within the

prayer department.

Over the years Millicent has realised

she has a growing compassion for

the lost, poor and disadvantaged

members of society, to this end

Millicent has become involved in

various outreach work within the

West Midlands and overseas.

Millicent is the mother of three gifted

young men and she is  continually

thankful to God that all three sons are

born again believers.

Millicent Whitehorn -  NTCG Handsworth
Editor, District Missions Newsletter



Pauline was born and raised in

Nottingham, East Midlands and

experienced a variety of jobs as well

as voluntary work. In 1992 she

attended Nottingham Trent University

for 3 years and achieved the Diploma

in Social Work. In 1994 she moved to

the West Midlands where she was

employed by a local authority for 16

years, within its child care division,

as a front line social worker.

Always searching for a deeper

meaning and purpose to her life,

Pauline answered the call of God

and committed her life to Jesus

Christ in 2007 and, unlike Lot's wife,

has never looked back.

Pauline has been filled with a great

desire to honour God and to serve,

but to serve Him in spirit and in truth.

At times she has been the hand of

help and comfort that was missing

from someone's life and has a heart

that is open and compassionate. Due

to that God soon placed her in the

area of Hospital Ministry, much to her

surprise!

Pauline has supported in various

areas of the Church, such as

ushering and hospitality, worship

team and more recently women's

ministry. Pauline's desire is to

continually respond to the subtle

voice of God which led her to further

voluntary work within a mental health

chaplaincy team; assisting its pastor

in bringing the Word and worship to

those who were emotionally and

spiritually bound. With an increasing

trust in God, Pauline has a growing

boldness of Christ that allows her to

share the gospel within her place of

work.

Pauline has a gift of speaking the

truth in love and is not one for

beating around the bush. Telling

things as they are, she does not

believe in tickling the ears of anyone.

Pauline is a woman of God. As such

she is blessed with a relationship

with Him who has enabled her to

overcome an emotionally, mentally

and physically abusive marriage. It is

the continual healing of such

negative experiences that Pauline

knows God as her very own

Wonderful Counsellor!

It is through the many storms and

tests in her life, that Pauline has

learnt the importance of repentance

and a surrendered heart in order to

hear the will of God and enjoy

intimacy with Him. Pauline says "My

life in and with Christ, has been and

is an amazing experience. Often

lonely but strengthened by Him, it is

a new adventure everyday. As the

song writer says - "no-one ever told

me the road would be easy, but I

don't believe He's brought me this

far, to leave me".

Women and men of God - I

encourage you to keep your whole

being focused on the Cross,

regardless of what it costs, because

"All things work together for good for

those who love the Lord, to those

who are called according to His

purpose." Rom.8:28

Pauline McGregor - NTCG Erdington
Local Women's President
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A ‘mini’ conference was held on the

morning of the 6th April 2013 where

prostate cancer was covered by a

representative from Prostate Cancer

UK.  The topic was covered in a

timely manner and the wealth of

information given was excellent. The

attendance, however, was a little

disappointing but none the less those

who attended learned something and

were encouraged to pass this

information on to as many men as

possible.

The fundraising ball took place on the

evening of the 6th April 2013 at the

Birmingham Botanical Gardens and

what a success it was! We had a

night where we shared good

fellowship, ate and was fully

entertained throughout the evening. I

have not heard so much laughter

from a group of over 190 attendees in

a while. The host did us proud as he

kept the evening going.

Amongst others, there were prizes

and some surprises, an auction, an

after dinner speech and as for those

who had their ‘glamour shots’ taken!

Breast Cancer Support and Fundraising Ball 2013 Update
by Janet Dooley: Care & Support Coordinator

NTCG - Handsworth

The Breast Cancer Support Group

was formed in September 2011

really out of necessity and has since

operated from our local church. The

group is coordinated by Janet

Dooley and Bridget Daniel-Brooks

who are both survivors of this

disease. I am very pleased to be

able to state that we have had a

number of very successful meetings.

For those who are not aware, our

mission statement is “To inspire

women (their families and friends)

who are diagnosed with breast

cancer, going through or have

survived this disease through

prayer, support, worship and

fellowship”.

Some of our core objectives in place

are: providing a medium for people

to share common concerns,

arranging group meetings and

discussion forums, presenting

information, providing an element of

comfort thereby reducing anxiety,

arrange awareness workshops and

to seek to incorporate good ideas

from participants/beneficiaries of the

group.

We do not wish to remain static and

as such the focus of the group might

change from time to time to cater for

current needs.

Part of our agenda for this year is to

invite Macmillan nurses, an

oncologist, commissioners and other

health care professionals to some of

our meetings where survivors and

others (such as carers) can share

their experiences thereby in some

small way help to improve the

communication and services offered

to members of our community.

As a result of the needs presented,

my remit has now widened to include

‘other health issues’ affecting

members of our local congregation

and the wider community. In fact, my

title has now changed to ‘Care and

Support Co–coordinator’ on the

Handsworth District.

Breast and Prostate Cancer Conference and Fundraising Ball

Supporting Charity Events
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The men and women in attendance

looked amazing in their evening

dresses and dinner suites. The

ambience warm and whilst the

majority wanted to dance the night

away from the sound of Wassifa, this

was cut short because the organisers

agreed before the event that we all

needed to be in our Sunday service

at church the following morning, on

time.

Most of those who attended have

sent text messages, emails and have

spoken to the organisers thanking

and congratulating them on a well

organised and a fantastic event. The

next question was what is the date of

the next one?

We promise that should we host

another event – the music will be on

for a while longer. Watch this space

and my sincere thanks again to

those who made the event the

success it was.

This event was held from the 31st

May – 2nd June 2013 at Horwood

House, Little Horwood in

Buckinghamshire. The theme was:

Women of Purpose - Launch Out.

All the churches on the District were

represented and we also had women

from London, Wiltshire and

Wolverhampton churches.

This is a synopsis of some of what

happened at this year’s retreat:-

Getting to know you – Let’s talk, we

looked at the focused woman and

what that means.

Inside – Looking Out followed by a

number of workshops on,

 bereavement, abuse,

emptiness/loneliness and single, still

waiting. Participants shared openly

and most of the sessions were very

moving.

Following the awesome workshops

we moved to the topic: Broken to be

made whole followed by our keynote

speaker who looked at Higher

Heights – Deeper Depths which took

the retreat literally to another level. I

have not heard it expounded like this

before.

Young women – check your speed

was aimed at the younger women

who attended this year’s retreat.

Saturday afternoon was the time for

much pampering and we took

advantage of all that was on offer.

Saturday evening was a time of

celebration where the women

dressed up in their evening dresses,

but instead of celebrating the Holy

Spirit visited yet again and the

women worshipped and were

ministered to.

The prayer room was full from 6 am

on Saturday and Sunday morning.

Thank God for those of us that took

the time to ‘retreat’ so that we could

hear from God yet again. Everyone

that attended I believe will be able to

testify and share their own personal

experience. For some it meant a new

in filling, people felt humbled, we

worshipped and some real fellowship

took place.

On Sunday morning we participated

in the Lords Supper and Reverend

Sharon Miller brought ‘The Word’.

The Holy Spirit did visit with us yet

again and women were broken and

reached out to the Lord.

Finally, I would like to thank the

women for attending and to

encourage those who did not attend

this year, to book your place for next

year, should the Lord tarry. You will

not regret it.

Every Blessing

Janet Dooley

(On behalf of the Handsworth District

“Women of Excellence” Director and

her Board)

District Women’s Retreat – 31st May to 2nd June 2013

Women Of Excellence District Event

8



Mother Douglas who has faithfully served in Castle

Vale for almost 40 yrs celebrated her 90th birthday

February this year in California with her family.

The family in Castle Vale also wanted to do something

nice for her, so Rev Corlis and the church

family organized a celebration and appreciation to the

Lord and to the many lives and ministries she has

impacted.

The appreciation service was held at George St.

Church in June this year.

Many were taught in Sunday School and children's

church by Mother Douglas, some of whom were present

to share precious memories, some who was unable to

attend i.e. living abroad and there contributions were

sent by e-mail.

This was an enjoyable event followed by a wonderful

meal for one and all.

Glory to God and well done to a Woman of integrity,

purpose and destiny!

Special appreciation service and reception
in honour of Monica Douglas

By Jennifer Downes: Local Women’s President (Castle Vale)

Missions in Castle Vale

Rev Corlis and the brethren have been out in

the community door knocking introducing

ourselves to the locals informing them as to

where we are and what we are about, we had

some positive responses. On one occasion a

family invited us in and we were able to pray

and encourage them also to remain in contact,

Praise God.

We are now engaged in some planned prayer

walks in the local community.

Poem
A Godly Woman
By M.S.Lowndes

A Woman of beauty

A Woman of grace

A Woman of excellence

Beholding God's Face

She walk's with the Lord

with integrity

knowing her purpose

and destiny

 No matter what happens

She walk's in God's love

Reflecting the beauty

Of her father above.
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I greet you all in the mighty name of

Jesus. God has always been good to

me. As a child I was brought up in

the Methodist Church. I accepted

The Lord as my Saviour at age 14

and was baptised in water at the age

of 16. I was an active worker,

working in the field with other

Christians to love, witness, help,

council, encourage and win souls for

Christ.

When I came to England in 1957 I

met with a sister who introduced me

to the Church of God. From then on I

became involved.

In those days they went from house

to house and school rooms to hold

prayer meetings and services. I was

a follower until 1963 when I took

fellowship in the NTCOG. With God's

grace assisting me I am still on the

battlefield. I have failed Him but He

looked beyond my faults and saw my

needs. This road is not strewn with

roses. God has brought me through

many dangers, toils and snares.

Proverbs 11 v 1 reads "A false

balance is an abomination to The

Lord, but a just weight is His delight."

In Daniel 5:27 "Thou art weighed in

the balance and art found wanting."

Now sisters and brothers, let us turn

on the light and see what we are

weighing. Is it lawlessness,

drunkenness, lies, immorality,

gambling, disobedience, pride, envy,

hatred, malice, murder, blasphemy or

godlessness. All these are an

abomination to the Lord. God's

standards never change, regardless

of what the modern trends may be.

If we have been putting these items

on our scale, it will be a false

balance and an unjust weight. Let us

therefore empty our scale, fast and

pray and load up again with

Galatians 5:22-23; Fruit of the Spirit

that is love, joy, peace, long

suffering, gentleness, goodness,

faith, meekness and temperance.

Remembering at all times that

perfect love will always give just

weight and the right balance.

As we celebrate our 60th year of the

NTCG, let us continue to glorify God

that when Jesus comes to reward us

we will not be weighed in the

balance and found wanting.

God bless you all

False Balance and Just Weights
Melvy Anderson - NTCG Erdington

My name is Sister Beryl Lee,

Precious greetings in the name of

our Lord and soon coming King. I am

a member of the NTCG since 1981. I

am very happy serving God with

people whom I can depend on for

help and support when I have

needed it most. My health is not as

good as it used to be. In the past I

suffered three heart attacks. I also

had major surgery but God's grace

and mercy brought me through, for

which I give Him all the praise,

honour and glory for His mercies

endure forever.

May the good Lord above bless and

keep you all!

I Shall Give Him All Of The Praise…!
Beryl Lee - NTCG Erdington
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I would like to take this opportunity to

introduce you to the newly formed

Women of Destiny Team. Our interim

director is Cynthia Spence, and we

have Lynette Pringle, Iona White,

Tracey Smith, Kerine Kerr Johnson,

Deloris Russell, Georgette Esty,

Velma Hutton, Beverley Stephens,

Mavis Powell, Beverley Hall and

myself Sharon Bailey.

We officially held our first board

meeting in February of this year,

where we prayed and asked for

God’s guidance and leading as we

planned the local women's

programme for 2013/14. We can say

we were truly blessed! His word tells

us "I will make you wise and show

you where to go. I will guide you and

watch over you" (Psalm 32:8) we can

report God is true to his word!

Our role as board members is to

work together to take the women's

agenda in our local church forward.

We believe it is important to be

“Women of Excellence”, so our aim is

to;

1. To encourage spiritual and social

growth, personal development and

an awareness of skills and abilities

e.g. leadership, training, hospitality

etc

2. To mobilise and empower women

in the local church to contribute to

the general welfare of the home,

church, community and world

3. To encourage women through
prayer to develop a deeper relation-
ship with God

We have a passion to see women
working together - Heart to Heart-
women making a difference and pro-
viding great leadership. "I can do all
things through Christ that strength-
ens me" (Philippians 4: 13).

We have a packed programme with
something for everyone please see a
snippet bellow;

§ Prayer breakfast

§ Reading and understanding the
     word

§ Connect to the word

§ Let’s Talk.... (Removing the mask,
     God’s unconditional Love, Beauty
      for Ashes)

§ Valuing me part 1

§ Outer beauty-inner strength part 2

§ Accepted and Priceless part 3

There is much more to come, so we

look forward to welcoming all women

to our future programmes. We need

your support and commitment as

God’s work is never ending. Let us

all work together to the Glory of our

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  "Let

the beauty of our Lord our God be

upon us and establish the work of

our hands for us" ( Psalm 90;17)

From the women of Handsworth’s

Destiny team we leave with you two

quotes to encourage you.

God Bless

Sharon

Women Of "Destiny Ministries"
NTCG - Handsworth Church

By Sharon Bailey
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SHAPE helps to make a difference, by providing a place of refuge to homeless women,
we can only do this because of those who support us

Happy first anniversary to SHAPE
Just a recap of what SHAPE is, the project came about
as a vision of the New Testament Church of God
Women's Ministries Department to help in the provi
sion of safe houses for homeless vulnerable women.
This vision became reality and the home was opened
in June 2012.

SHAPE hostel is an independent homeless women’s
project in Birmingham working with young women 16-
25 years of age who need support to address issues
connected with homelessness. There are 9 bedrooms
with shared facilities and we receive the majority of our
referrals from St Basil's which is the primary youth
homeless hub in Birmingham.

We have truly come this far by faith, leaning on the
Lord. It has been a challenging but exciting and
rewarding time. Following an amazing opening on the
4th June 2012 the very first four residents moved into
the SHAPE house on Tuesday 5th June 2012 twelve
months ago.

We have housed and sup-
ported a total of 23 young
women to date and since
October 2012 all rooms
have been occupied.

6 went into their own inde-
pendent accommodation,
2 went to university. One
gave her heart to the Lord
and was baptised whilst at SHAPE. 1 young woman
has turned her life around and is now working and has
restored the relationship with her family. 1 young
woman is actively pursuing a career in modelling.

With your help we continue to support the remaining
women who are in the SHAPE house.

We are constantly seeking funds to help in the delivery
of the services and support we provide for the young
women.

Plans are being made to hold a fund-raising
Summer fete on Saturday 24th August at
SHAPE. We are also looking for volunteers,
donations and support.

Supporting and Helping young women Achieve
potential through Education

Fundraising concert to be held on Saturday
31st August 2013
Venue: Oldbury NTCG
31a Church Street Oldbury, B69 3AG

If you wish to support SHAPE in any way please contact
SHAPE

16 Handsworth Wood Road
Birmingham B20 2DR

email shapehostel@yahoo.co.uk
Website: www.ntcg.org.uk/wmdShape

Tel: 0121 554 0332

Charity Number 114961412



On Saturday 30th March, 110 men and more than a

dozen women from NTCG churches, Dudley Christian

Centre and Mount Zion Community Church, gathered for

the fourth annual Resurrection Breakfast.  Returning to

Birmingham for the first time since 2010, the event was

held at Birmingham City Football Club in their flagship

Jasper Carrott suite on Holy Saturday.

The guest speaker, Bishop Derek Webley – who is a

lifelong Blues fan - delivered a very poignant, interactive

message, which resonated strongly with the men, based

on Jonah’s experience in the belly of the fish for three

days and three nights.  The meeting then ended with a

powerful time of personal one-on-one prayer.

The Resurrection Breakfast itself has come a long way

since the 22 attendees at the first one at St. George's

Community Hub, Newtown, in 2010.

One objective of the event has always been to engage

men beyond the four walls - including unsaved men and

Christian men from other churches - and I think I can say

that we have accomplished both objectives this year, and

in fact during the past three years.  However, it’s early

days yet and our plan is to continue building the event

until we see more men come to know the Lord as a

result of it.

Resurrection Breakfast 2013
By David King: Director of

LifeBuilders - West Midlands

Revd Casbera Scashmith has been appointed as the

single adult ministry’s national Widows Ministry Coordi-

nator commencing November 2012.

Casbera is the founder/leader of a successful widows

ministry at the Wolverhampton church since December

2004, whose activities include prayer breakfasts, bible

studies, fellowship forums, cake baking, excursions and

making bookmarks to raise funds for the ministry.

WIDOWS MINISTRY MISSION STATEMENT

● To RECOGNISE the needs and the problems of
widows

● To AFFIRM our concern and to assure widows
they are not forgotten

● To PROVIDE practical help and information to
address the needs of widows

● To ASSURE widows of God’s genuine love and
compassion for them

Casbera is available to do talks and to help churches

across the country to set-up their own widows ministry.

For more information please contact sam@ntcg.org.uk

or call NTCG Wolverhampton Tel. 01902 453190.

SAM Appoints Widows Ministry Coordinator
Revd Casbera Schasmith
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Verona Smith previously
attended the NTCG-
Handsworth before
answering the call of
God to go into
missionary work.

On Saturday 1st September 2012 a

vision of a Dominican, Rev Pedro

Kery Johnson and American lawyer,

Bill Hayes became a reality! Pedro is

the pastor of an evangelical church

in Barahona, Dominican Republic.

Together both Pastor Pedro and Bill

Hayes worked to find a solution to

the problem of abandoned and

neglected young boys in Barahona,

Dominican Republic. God had placed

in their hearts the desire to construct

an orphanage in the town of

Barahona. It is quite common for

abandoned girls to be taken in to

homes and used as home helpers.

Over the last three years they have

received tremendous help and

support from American churches and

Christian groups who have given

their time and money towards

construction of the onsite orphanage.

Many teams have come, working

tirelessly during their week long visits

alongside local construction workers.

It has certainly been a joint effort

between many people, so the

orphanage it is aptly called ‘Helping

Hands Centre’  (the Spanish name

is Centro de Agcogida Manos

Amigas).

Without collaboration this project

would have remained a dream!

The Dedication Service
The dedication service was held in

the grounds of the church and the

school, which is just in front of the

orphanage. Members of the local

congregation, dignitaries and friends

came out in their numbers and

created an atmosphere of

thanksgiving and hope for the future.

After the hour long service, the tape

was cut and the centre was officially

opened for people to enter and look

around.

So, now we wait for the government

to give us the final approval, which

we are praying will come through

soon. In the meantime we still need

to put some finishing touches to the

building. This includes: completing

the kitchen, finishing mine and the

visitors’ bedrooms and ensuring that

we have all those little things that the

A Dream Becoming A Reality!
Verona Smith: Director of Helping Hands Centre,

Barahona, Dominican Republic

Pastor Pedro

Helping Hands Centre

Dedication Service

Tour of Bedrooms & facilities

Supporting Overseas Missions
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boys will need (such as drawers,

towels and even toothbrushes).

I have met with the majority of staff

to bring them up to speed on

developments at the centre, and I

will organise training sessions to

prepare us all for the challenge

ahead of us. Some of the street boys

have just begun visiting us and we

are organising weekly activities for

them. This gives us a chance to get

to know each other whilst gaining

their trust and them becoming

accustomed to being here with us.

As a result, once we start the legal

process of admission it won’t be so

traumatic for them and we are more

likely to receive and maintain their

family’s support. All the boys have

families, but we will learn further

down the line why they are not living

permanently with them.

Now, we enter into a crucial phase

as the wheels are set in motion to

finally get the centre up and running.

I ask you to pray that we receive the

right support from the government

and other local agencies.

To ensure the centre’s long term

future we are setting up a

sponsorship programme for each

boy. For those people who want to

give to specific areas we will also be

developing food, medical and

education funds for regular or one off

donations. If anyone is interested

please do not hesitate to contact me.

God bless you and thank you for all

your continued prayers and support.

Yours in Christ

Verona

(Photo’s supplied by Helping Hands
Centre, Barahona)

Would you like to support the
work and ministry of Helping
Hands Centre, Barahona,
Dominican Republic?
You can make contact with
Verona or Pastor Pedro via email,
website or Facebook page (details
are below)

Boy’s attending the centre
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www.dominicanmission.com

Helpinghandscentre Barahona

This article was written before the
orphanage opened its doors in
January 2013. In the next addition of
this newsletter Verona Smith will
update readers on the tremendous
work God is doing in the lives of
young boys at the centre.

Email: helpinghandscentre@hotmail.co.uk

Website:

Facebook:




