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Introduction 
 The Scriptures are God-inspired’ part of basic Christian doctrine programme.  Not advanced or academic - 

which can be pursued later 
 Week 1: A look at the Bible 
 Week 2: A look in the Bible 
 2x1-Hour Lectures followed by plenary 
 Aim: To whet or revive appetites for life-long engagement with and understanding of the Bible  as the Word 

of God 
 What are scriptures? 
 What is meant by inspiration? 
 What is the Bible? 
 Who wrote it and why? 
 How did the Bible come together 
 How has the Bible come to us? 

Scripture 
 Greek graphé means a document 
 Religious writings or holy writ is Scripture 
 ‘Holy’ or ‘sacred’ Scripture indicate divine revelation and inerrancy or infallible (i.e. free from error) 
 Cf Daniel 10.21 ; Matt 22.29 
 Not only Christians speak of scriptures.  Oldest known religious texts:  

 Sumerian ‘Locust Charm’ 
 Epic of Gilgamesh  (2150-2000BC)  
 Ancient Egypt Pyramid texts (2400-2300BC) 

• For Christians, Scriptures mean divinely inspired writings 
Inspiration 

• ‘Inspiration’ from Greek ‘theopneustos’, and Latin ‘inspiratio’ i.e. to breathe or blow into  
• ‘Then the LORD God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 

life; and the man became a living being’ (Gen 2.7) 
• ‘The Holy Spirit guided human authors so that their words would be nothing less than the word of 

God…communicated through the human writers the very word of God (Dr R C Sproul) 
• ‘In the case of the Scriptures God is sending through human transmitters’ (J R McQuilkin) 
 Christian understanding of Inspiration comes from Judaism, which sees itself as a revealed religion. God 

had spoken from heaven to the Patriarchs and the prophets and given his divine law through dreams, 
theophanies and in other undefined ways. Any to whom God would reveal Himself was deemed to be a 
‘prophet’, a title applied not only to the major and minor prophets, but also to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
David, Solomon, and even Mordacai. All the writings of the prophets, Scriptures, were therefore viewed as 
inspired. 

 Hebrews 1.1/2 ‘God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last 
days spoken to us by a Son…’ 

Inspired 
 ‘But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom you have 

learned it, and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to instruct you for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God and is (or, ‘every scripture 
inspired by God is also…’) useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 
so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work’ (2 Tim 3.14-17 
NRSV)  

Inspiration 
 Some theories/interpretation of inspiration: liberal/modernist (contains), neo-orthodox (becomes), intuition 

(elevated natural insight), illumination, dynamic, dictation 
 What does NTCG teach? 
 The NTCG believes…the whole Bible to be completely and equally inspired and that it is the written Word 

of God…in the verbal inspiration of the Bible 



 EA believes in…the divine inspiration and supreme authority of the Old and New Testament Scriptures, 
which are the written Word of God—fully trustworthy for faith and conduct. 

 Inspiration: God-breathed words into man who then spoke and/or wrote God’s Word, i.e. ‘Scriptures’ 
Bible 

• All major religions have their ‘scripture’, for Christians its called the Bible (Hindu’s Rigveda composed 
1700-1100BC) 

• Greek ‘biblion’ i.e. book 
• Greek & Latin ‘biblia’ i.e. books, library 
• Note: Biblos in old Greek originally meant the inner bark of the papyrus plant, from which scrolls were 

made 
• Note: There was a port in Syria named Byblos 
• From papyrus we get paper and from biblia/biblos we get bible meaning a collection of, even different types 

of, books 
• ‘Bible’ popular particularly since 5th century AD 
• 66 Books (39 OT 27 NT)  
• Extra-biblical writings 
• Old and New Testaments, i.e. Covenants/Agreements 
• Written over 1500 – 2000 year period 
• Languages:  

• Old Testament in Hebrew 
• Probably some in Aramaic 
• New Testament in Greek (Koine i.e. common)  

Who wrote it 
 God.  Its God’s autobiography (2 Peter 1.20/1) 
 40+writers…shepherds, kings, fishermen, etc 
 Can’t always tell author by name of book 
 NT mostly by Paul 
 Reasons vary why people wrote 

Canonicity 
• Greek ‘kanon’ i.e reed…a rod…or bar…a standard…canon 
• ‘Canonisation concerns the recognition and collection of God-breathed authoritative writings into the body 

of Holy Scripture’ (R M Pruitt)  
• Test of canonicity 

– Speaks with God’s authority 
– Written by a man speaking as a prophet of God 
– Has the authentic stamp of God 
– Impact humans with God’s power 
– Accepted by the people of God  

• Canonicity = authority, spiritual character, universality, authenticity of source and content 
• Jewish Scriptures originally written on leather scrolls and tablets over centuries. First 5 books (The Law or 

Torah or Pentateuch) written/edited by Moses circa 1400 BC 
• Other texts written by Jews over next 1000 years 
• About 450-500 BC Jewish Scriptures arranged by Rabbis and Scribes as sacred texts 
•  Circa 200 BC began translating Hebrew canon into Koine Greek, i.e. the Septuagint  (LXX or 70) 
• By time of Christ OT Canon existed 
• By 95AD NT writings completed 
 Churches read OT and writings of Paul and others 
• 4 categories of writings in circulation: 

– Accepted by all as canonical (Homologoumena) 
– Authenticity questioned by some (Antilegomena) 
– Rejected by practically everyone (Pseudepigrapha) 
– Accepted as canonical by some but questioned by others (Apocrypha) 

• By circa 4th Century all books of the NT were universally accepted, and Circa 315 AD: Athenasius the 
Great, the Bishop of Alexandria, identifies the 27 books of the New Testament 

• 397 AD 27 books of NT canonised at Synod of Carthage 
Transmission 

 Oral passing on of knowledge  
 Writing: Clay to the Internet 

 Clay: 3500 BC 
 Stone 
 Papyrus: 3100 Egypt 
 Vellum, parchment, leather 
 Paper: 2nd Century AD Chinese 
 Computer Technology 20th Century 



 405 AD The Vulgate, Latin translation of Old and New Testaments published by St Jerome, commissioned 
by Pope Damasus 1,  

 500 AD: Scriptures have been translated into over 500 languages. 
 600 AD: Latin the only language allowed for Scripture, blasphemy punishable by death to translate into 

another language  
 995 AD: Anglo-Saxon (Early Roots of English Language) translations of the New Testament produced. 
 1384 AD: John Wycliffe, Oxford scholar, first to Produce (Hand-Written) manuscript of complete English 

translation Bible; all 80 Books.  He died naturally but hundreds of his followers, the Lollards, were killed for 
owning Wycliffe’s English Bible 

 1455 AD: Johannes Gutenberg designed and built first Western printing press that worked. Books may now 
be mass-produced instead of individually hand-written. The first book ever printed is the Bible in Latin. 

 1522 AD: Martin Luther's German New Testament and was imprisoned 
 1526 AD: Oxford and Cambridge’s William Tyndale published first New Testament in the English 

Language. King of England had thousands of copies confiscated and burned…finally Tyndale was burned 
at the stake in 1536 

 1535 AD: Myles Coverdale's Bible; The First Complete Bible printed in the English Language (80 Books: 
O.T. & N.T. & Apocrypha). 

 1560 AD: John Knox, a Scotsman, and Miles Coverdale, an Englishman, produced the Geneva Bible 
(Puritan Bible); The First English Language Bible to add Numbered Verses to Each Chapter (80 Books) – 
The Bible the Pilgrims took to America on the Mayflower in 1620 

 1568 AD: The Bishops Bible Printed; The Bible of which the King James was a Revision (80 Books) 
 1611 AD: The King James Bible Printed; the work of 47 English Bible Scholars on the order of the King of 

England. Originally with All 80 Books. The Apocrypha was Officially Removed in 1885 Leaving 66 Books.  
 1885 AD: The "English Revised Version" Bible; The First Major English Revision of the KJV. 
 1901 AD: The "American Standard Version"; The First Major American Revision of the KJV. 
 1971 AD: The "New American Standard Bible" (NASB) is Published as a "Modern and Accurate Word for 

Word English Translation" of the Bible. 
 1973 AD: The "New International Version" (NIV) is Published as a "Modern and Accurate Phrase for 

Phrase English Translation" of the Bible. 
 1982 AD: The "New King James Version" (NKJV) is Published as a "Modern English Version Maintaining 

the Original Style of the King James." 
 2002 AD: The English Standard Version (ESV) is Published as a translation to bridge the gap between the 

accuracy of the NASB and the readability of the NIV. 
 What version do you use? 

The Bible 
 Since the invention of the printing press in 1455, more than 6 billion copies of the Bible have been printed 

in more than 2000 languages. Why? 
 ‘Millions of people today are searching for a reliable voice of authority. The Word of God is the only real 

authority we have. His Word sheds light on human nature, world problems, and human suffering. But 
beyond that, it clearly reveals the way to God’ (Billy Graham) 

 The Bible contains the great story of God and man from creation to the end of the world, it contains 
hundreds of unforgettable dramas involving nations, families and individuals 

 It’s considered the greatest piece of literature ever written, with drama, historical narrative, instruction, even 
poetry 

 It’s a history book, book of prophecy, a holy book: in it is God’s revelation of himself to us 
 Jesus Christ the Redeemer is the Bible’s theme 

Summary 
 The Holy Scriptures are Inspired by God 
 The Bible is the Christian Scripture 
 It’s a book of books, a library 
 It got to us via three steps: Inspiration, Canonicity, Transmission 
 It’s a process that spans hundreds of years 
 Many people gave and lost their lives to get Gods word to us.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Poem    (Anon) 

• Yes I thought I knew my Bible 
 Reading piecemeal, hit or miss 
 Now a part of John or Matthew 
 Then a bit of Genesis 
 
 Certain chapters of Isaiah 
 Certain Psalms, the twenty-third 
 First of Proverbs, twelfth of Romans 
 Yes, I thought I knew the Word 
  
 But I found that thorough reading 
 Was a different thing to do 
 And the way was unfamiliar 
 When I read the Bible through 
 

Introduction – Part 2 
 Categories of bible books 
 The books and their messages 
 Big themes 
 How to read the Bible 
 How to interpret the Bible 
 How to apply the Bible 

Categories of books 
 The Bible (KJV): 66 books, 1,189Chapters,  

31,102 Verses, 783,137 Words, 3,116,480 Letters 
• Chapters and verses are not ‘inspired’, they have been added for clarity but sometimes change meaning of 

text. 
• The system of chapters was introduced in A.D. 1238 by Dominican Cardinal Hugo of St Cher, while the 

verse notations were added in 1551 by Robertus Stephanus (Geneva Bible, 1560, first complete chapter 
and verses) 

• So, what’s in the Bible? 
Categories of books - OT 

 The Old Testament’s 39 books divided mainly into 5 categories 
 Books of Law (5) (Torah, Pentateuch, Moses): Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy 
 Historical Books (12) (Books of Generals, Judges and Kings/Land and Kingdom): Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 

1&2 Samuel, 1&2 Kings, 1&2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther 
 Books of Poetry and Wisdom (5) (Wisdom Literature): Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of 

Songs/Solomon 
 Major Prophets (5): Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel 
 Minor Prophets (12): Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, 

Zechariah, Malachi 
Categories of Books - NT 

 New Testament’s 27 Books divided again into 5 categories 
 Biographical books (4) (The Gospels): Matthew, Mark, Luke, John 
 History (1): Acts of the Apostles 
 The Pauline Epistles (13): Romans, 1&2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1&2 

Thessalonians, 1&2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon 
 General Epistles (8): Hebrews, James, 1&2 Peter, 1,2&3 John, Jude  
 Prophetical Book (1): Revelation/Apocalypse 

The Books and their messages 
Law Books 

 Genesis: The book of beginnings 
 Exodus: God’s deliverance of and covenant with Israel 
 Leviticus: The manual of the Jewish priesthood 
 Numbers: Wilderness wanderings 
 Deuteronomy: Rehearsal of the law 

 
 

 
 

 
 
• You who like to play at Bible 

 Dip and dabble here and there 
 Just before you kneel all weary 
 Yawning through a hurried prayer 
 
 You who treat this crown of writings 
 As you treat no other book 
 Just a paragraph disjointed 
 Just a crude impatient look 
 
 Try a worthier procedure 
 Try a broad and steady view 
 You will kneel in awesome wonder 
 When you read the Bible through                        



The Books and their messages 
Historical Books 

 Joshua: The conquest of Canaan the Promised Land 
 Judges: The first 300 years in the Promised Land 
 Ruth: Beginning of the family of David from which came our Kinsman-Redeemer, Jesus Christ 
 1 Samuel: The beginning of the kingdom of Israel 
 2 Samuel: The reign of David 
 1 Kings: Solomon’s reign and the beginning of the kingdom 
 2 Kings: History of the divided kingdom Israel in the north and Judah in the south 
 1 Chronicles: Priestly perspective of David’s reign 
 2 Chronicles: Priestly history of the Southern Kingdom 
 Ezra: The return from Babylonian captivity  
 Nehemiah: The rebuilding of Jerusalem 
 Esther: The origin of the Feast of Purin or ‘lots’ 

The Books and their Messages 
Poetic Books 

 Job: The problem of suffering 
 Psalms: The hymnbook of God’s people 
 Proverbs: The book of wisdom 
 Ecclesiastes: Worthy objectives for living  
 Song of Solomon: The beauty of wedded love 

The Books and their Messages 
Major Prophets 

 Isaiah: The statesman prophet of the Messianic Age 
 Jeremiah: The prophet of Judah’s declining years, also called the ‘Weeping Prophet’ 
 Lamentations: Jeremiah’s dirge over Jerusalem’s desolation 
 Ezekiel: The prophet of the captivity 
 Daniel: The prophet of world empires 

The Books and their Messages 
Minor Prophets 

 Hosea: The unfaithfulness of Israel 
 Joel: Prophecies concerning the Day of the Lord 
 Amos: The inevitable judgement of God against sin 
 Obadiah: The doom of Edom 
 Jonah: A mission of mercy to Nineveh 
 Micah: The prophet of universal peace 
 Nahum: The doom of the Assyrian Kingdom 
 Habakkuk: The doom of the Chaldean Kingdom 
 Zephaniah: The prophet of judgement and desolation 
 Haggai: The prophet of the restoration of the Temple 
 Zechariah: The prophet of the Messianic kingdom 
 Malachi: God’s love for a backsliding people 

The Books and their Messages 
Gospels – Biographical Books 

 Matthew: Jesus the King, Son of David, the Messiah 
 Mark: Jesus the servant of the Lord 
 Luke: Jesus the Son of Man 
 John: Jesus the Son of God 

The Books and their Messages 
History & Pauline Epistles 

 Acts: The history of the early Church 
 Romans: The Gospel of Christ 
 1 Corinthians: The standard for Christian conduct 
 2 Corinthians: The vindication and conduct of the Ministry 
 Galatians: The Law and the Gospel 
 Ephesians: The unity of the Church 
 Philippians: The joy of knowing Christ 
 Colossians: The pre-eminence of Christ 
 1 Thessalonians: The model Church 
 2 Thessalonians: The Second Coming of Christ 
 1 Timothy: The standard for Church order 
 2 Timothy: Paul, a good soldier of Jesus Christ 
 Titus: The order of God’s house 
 Philemon: Christian brotherhood exemplified 



The Books and their Messages 
General Epistles & Prophetical 

 Hebrews: The superiority of the Son of God 
 James: Practical Christian service 
 1 Peter: Victory over suffering 
 2 Peter: Christian growth 
 1 John: The Father’s love letter to His children 
 2 John: Walking in truth and love 
 3 John: Christian hospitality toward those who walk in truth 
 Jude: Contending for the Faith 
 Revelation: The return of Christ and the establishment of His kingdom 

Jesus the Main Theme of Each Book 
 In Genesis he is the seed of the woman 
 In Exodus he is the Passover Lamb 
 In Leviticus he is the Atoning Sacrifice 
 In Numbers he is the Smitten Rock 
 In Deuteronomy he is the Prophet 
 In Joshua he is the Captain of the Lord’s Host 
 In Judges he is the great Deliverer 
 In Ruth he is the Heavenly Kinsman-Redeemer 
 In the six books of the Kings he is the Promised King 
 In Ezra he is the Restorer of the Temple 
 In Nehemiah he is the Restorer of the nation 
 In Esther he is the Advocate and Propitiator 
 In Job he is the Redeemer 
 In Psalms he is the All in All 
 In Proverbs he is the Perfect Pattern 
 In Ecclesiastes he is our Goal 
 In Song of Solomon he is our satisfier 
 In the Prophets he is the coming Prince of Peace 
 In the Gospels he is Christ come to seek and save 
 In Acts he is the Risen Christ 
 In the Epistles he is Christ at the Father’s Right Hand 
 In Revelation he is Returning and Reigning (RM Pruitt) 

How to Read the Bible 
 Bible is not a compendium of proof texts to be picked out at random and used to support what we want to 

say or do (David Pawson) 
 Neither is it a magic or promise box of choice verses!  Dangers of being misled about nature of God’s 

promises!! 
 Best read prayerfully, topically (law, history, poetry, etc), by book or stories/themes within books and read it 

through.   
 Invest in a version that suits you; don’t be afraid to mark it 
 Invest in a good bible dictionary and commentary set 
 Read regularly and read widely otherwise 

Big Themes 
 ‘The Bible is one book, one history, one story – His story’ (Henrietta Mears) 
 Story of Salvation – God’s plan to restore fallen humanity through Jesus  
 Suffering/theodicy and Liberation juxtaposed 
 God’s plan of election of Israel and the Church to be and bring his message to the world 
 The place of law and grace in the schema of life 
 True wisdom is knowing and serving God 

How to Interpret the Bible 
• Hermeneutics is the discipline of interpretation, i.e. getting the meaning of a text 
• Three principles (R C Sproul):  

- Interpret the bible by the bible i.e. the line upon line principle, compare and contrast different 
passages 

- Interpret literally i.e. as it is written, don’t read into text what is not there, don’t skip something that 
is 

- Interpret objectively i.e. not according to one’s own desire or belief or view.  Always ask, what kind 
of book is this? When was it written? Who wrote it? Who was it written for? Why was it written? 
(David Pawson) 

 Pray for discernment 
 
 
 



How to Apply the Bible 
 Always remember that the main purpose of the bible is to present God in Jesus Christ Saviour of the world 
 Remember the God-breathed words have come to us through human stories; try to understand these 
 Focus on the big themes of the Bible and see what lessons they hold when applied 
 Don’t use the Bible as a magic box of promises, rather as God holistic message of salvation now and to 

come 
 Let the message of the Bible mature you as a person 

Conclusion 
 Study Genesis 37-50 (Joseph the dreamer/saviour) and 1 Corinthians 13, 14 (greatest gift)  
 ‘But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom you have 

learned it, and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to instruct you for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God and is (or, ‘every scripture 
inspired by God is also…’) useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 
so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work’ (2 Tim 3.14-17 
NRSV)  

Resources 
 The Bible: The Story of the Book by Terence Copley 
 Knowing the Bible 101 by Bruce Bickel & Stan Jantz 
 Fundamentals of the Faith by R M Pruitt 
 Unlocking the Bible by David Pawson 
 Understanding and Applying the Bible by J Robertson McQuilkin 
 Bible: The Story of the King James Version by Gordon Campbell 
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